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Year 4 Autumn Term Curriculum Overview: In the News 
 

The Big Idea… 
Current. Challenging. Shocking? Without bias or stereotype? What have you heard about in the news lately? 
This topic is entirely based on current affairs that are relevant or interesting to the children. IT is a large part of this topic where children will 
learn how to be discerning consumers of news and analyse, evaluate and ask themselves questions about sources before and creating 
messages in a wide variety of media modes, genres, and forms. Pupils will look at geographical and historical factors behind current news 
stories as well as exploring the positive and negative influences of friends, peers and the media on their own perceptions of a range of 
factors, including lifestyle and gender. 

Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

What have you heard about in the news lately? Why did it 
interest you? 
What do you want to know about a news story? 
Who tells us our news?  
What is bias? What is a stereotype? 
Can you tell others about the news? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

 

  
Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on 
the needs and interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 

First News 
The Week Junior  
Voices in the Park – Anthony Browne 
The Furry News (How to make a newspaper)- Loreen Leedy 
 Fake News - Izzy Howell 
The Short News – Sean Romero 

• Visit the offices of newspaper/news website 
• Create a school newspaper/website 
• Interview interesting people in the news 
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Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S4.1Use scientific ideas and vocabulary when 
describing simple processes or phenomena 
S4.2Identify a range of variables you can use within 
an investigation to create a question 
S4.3Respond to given questions and develop their 
own comparative and fair tests 
S4.4Identify obvious risks when prompted 
S4.5Beginning to make systematic and accurate 
measurements using standard units, with a range of 
equipment 
S4.6Select ways to gather, record, classify and 
present data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
their experimental question 
S4.7Record findings using appropriate scientific 
language to inform conclusions drawn. (Use all of the 
following over the course of the year: drawings, 
labelled diagrams, keys,  bar charts, and tables 
S4.8Report on findings from enquiries, including 
written explanations of results and conclusions, 
displays or presentations 
S4.9Use results to draw simple conclusions and 
suggest improvements, new questions and 
predictions for setting up further tests 
S4.10Identify differences, similarities and patterns in 
data presented in various formats, including line 
graphs 
S4.11Use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support their findings 
S4.12Describe what they have found out in 
experiments or investigations, linking cause and effect 
S4.13Identify scientific evidence that is being used to 
support or refute ideas or arguments 
S4.14Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S4.15Explain the purpose of a variety of scientific or 
technological developments	 

S4.16Identify and name a variety of living things in the 
local and wider environment, using classification keys 
to assign them to groups  
S4.17Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics and how they are 
suited to their environment 
S4.18Identify and name a variety of living things that 
can be grouped as producers, consumers, predator, 
prey, herbivores, carnivores and omnivores 
S4.19Explain, by using and constructing food chains 
and simple food webs, how feeding relationships 
occur in the local environment 
 
T4.1Investigate and deconstruct a range of products 
and begin to identify their design limitations	
T4.2Record their planning using a range of ICT, 
2D illustrations and 3D prototypes, meeting a 
design brief relating to prior experiences	
T4.3Use a range of tools, materials and 
techniques with increasing skill and accuracy to 
create a functional product that is fit for purpose	
T4.4Reflect on and evaluate their product, 
implementing any changes to their design 
T4.7Using pneumatic systems, create a device that 
links to a news story 	
	

Research and Communication (to include E-safety) 
I4.13Understand computer networks, including the 
internet, and opportunities they offer for 
communication and collaboration 
I4.14Understand why some websites are safe for 
children to access 
I4.15Describe some risks of online activity 
I4.16Explain how to respond to online hazards 
I4.17Know how to set appropriate online settings 
I4.18Know the features of a strong password and why 
passwords are needed 
I4.19Know how to send and reply to  messages 
online 
 
Text and Graphics 
I4.1Be able to type words quickly 
I4.2Know how to correct spelling mistakes and 
understand what error prompts mean 
I4.3Know how to change border style and apply 
shadow and other effects 
I4.4Know how to change the layer of photos, images 
and text boxes (e.g. send to back, bring to front) 

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
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F4.1Be able to show some understanding of the 
special relationship between people of faith and 
their God 
F4.2Be able to identify religious symbolism in 
Christianity and Judaism 
F4.3Be able to understand the connection 
between believing and behaving 

O4.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue 
O4.2 Listen to and identify the main points of each 
speaker, comparing and discussing their views and 
how it was presented. 
O4.3 In light of alternative viewpoints, respond 
appropriately to the contributions of others 
O4.4 Continue to develop an enquiring mind, asking 
questions readily to extend their thinking 
O4.5 Coherently convey detailed information for all 
listeners 
O4.6 Take on different roles within groups, including 
scribe, reporter, leader/ controller 
O4.7 Compose and rehearse sentences orally (warm 
up a sentence), so children can progressively build up 
a rich and varied language 
O4.8 Be able to research, discuss and debate topical 
issues and problems, taking into account the views of 
others. 

A4.1Use appropriate language to describe the arts 
and give reasons for my opinions 
A4.2Describe in detail how artists (sculptors, 
illustrators, craftspeople, painters)  from different 
times, cultures and countries, are influenced by their 
environment and select use materials and processes 
to suit their purpose (such as Ndebele art). 
A4.3Present and display my work, with some support, 
for a range of audiences and purposes 
A4.4Use art, craft and design as a means of self-
expression, evoking moods, thoughts and ideas (e.g. 
awe and wonder of space)  
A4.5Visit a local art gallery or exhibition and work with 
artists in and beyond the classroom 
A4.6Use a sketchbook to record and collect my 
observations and thoughts, and use it to review 
and revisit ideas (Techniques: tone and line. 
Processes: drawing) 
A4.9Select appropriate materials and techniques, 
using them with control (Techniques: texture and 
pattern. Processes: textiles) 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
	
Dreams and Goals 
PS4.5Know how to make a new plan and set new 
goals even if I have been disappointed  
PS4.6Know how to work out the steps to take to 
achieve a goal, and do this successfully as part of 
a group 
 
Celebrating Difference 
PS4.3Understand that, sometimes, we make 
assumptions based on what people look like and 
that this is wrong 
PS4.4Identify what is special about me and value the 
ways in which I am unique	

G4.1Be able to use secondary sources in a variety 
of scales, including globes, atlases and digital 
mapping, to obtain geographical information 
G4.2Be able to describe and understand key 
human aspects: settlements, distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water supplies.	
G4.3Be able to communicate their geographical 
knowledge and understanding to ask and answer 
questions about geographical and environmental 
features	
G4.4Be able to use 2 figure grid references to plot 
position of selected features	
G4.5Know about the weather and climatic conditions 
in Britain and another country and how they affect the 
crops grown and the lives of people living there	
G4.8Be able to express their views and the views of 
others on the features of an environment and the way 

GL4.1To know about some important global events 
GL4.2To be able to explain how the lives of people in 
one country or group are affected by the activities of 
other countries or groups 
GL4.7To know what bias, opinion and stereotypes 
are	
GL4.9To understand the nature of prejudice and how 
to combat it	
GL4.10To know what is meant by tact and diplomacy	
GL4.11To understand that the behaviour of 
individuals in the availability and management of 
resources (e.g. food, water, energy, technology) 
has an effect on the everyday lives of others 	
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it is being harmed or improved	
G4.9Understand the range of communities and 
cultures in the UK	
G4.10Know how the nature of particular localities 
affect the lives of people	
G4.11Know how particular localities have been 
affected by human activities, natural features and 
processes 
G4.12Be able to describe and understand key 
physical aspects: climate zones, rivers, volcanoes 
and earthquakes and the water cycle. 	
G4.13Understand how rivers travel across a 
landscape, flood, erode and deposit materials	

Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be linked to topic where appropriate, but can also stand alone. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL4.1Be able to respond to new commands in French 
PL4.2Be able to ask and answer questions in French 
PL4.3Be able to recognise and use the French alphabet  
PL4.4Be able to name a range of animals in French 
PL4.5Be able to use a range of nouns in French including plural nouns  
PL4.6Be able to build sentences in French using written templates including nouns, adjectives and a verb 
PL4.7Be able to memorise and present a short text or song in French 
PL4.8Know the difference between masculine and feminine nouns  
PL4.9Know the months of year in French and be able to use in context of the date  
PL4.10Understand the place in Europe France holds geographically and the names of a range of European countries especially the ones that 
border France 
PL4.11Understand that French speaking countries have similar and different traditions to the UK 
PL4.12Understand how the life of a child in France is similar or different to their lives 
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Indoor P.E 
PE4.1Be able to devise routines of stretching exercises that prepare them for their gymnastic and dance work 
PE4.2Be able to experiment with a wide range of actions, varying and combining spatial patterns, speed, tension and continuity when working on their own, 
with a partner and in a group 
PE4.3Be able to remember, combine,  practise, describe and  interpret longer, more complex dance and gymnastics phrases 
PE4.4Be able to communicate ideas or feelings through their dances and perform with fluency and control, 
showing sensitivity to the accompaniment and to others 
PE4.5Know how to suggest how dances and performances can be improved, so that they communicate more effectively 
PE4.6Be able to control their breathing and are comfortable on the surface and under water, swimming fluently and with control when using back crawl, 
front crawl and breaststroke 
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Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE4.7Be able to use a variety of strokes and personal survival skills to suit the needs of a task 
PE4.8Understand how to offer constructive ideas when working with a partner, including ideas on balances, inversion and transfer of weight 
PE4.9Show understanding of warming up and cooling down, and choose appropriate activities to do on 
their own 

Outdoor P.E 
PE4.10Know how to prepare themselves effectively and follow safety procedures 
PE4.11Know how to orientate themselves and move  with increasing confidence and accuracy when following trails and simple orienteering courses 
PE4.12Be able to use skills with control in problem-solving activities 
PE4.13Understand how to keep and use rules they are given and explain the tactics and skills that they are confident with and use well in games 
PE4.14Be able to use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball and get into positions to shoot or score and play with greater speed and flow 
PE4.15Know how to adapt rules in agreement with others and, later, make rules for their own games, which they explain and teach to others 
PE4.16Be able to use a range of techniques when passing, eg high, low, bounced, fast, slow, dribbling. 
PE4.17Know how to pace their effort well in different types of event so that they can keep going steadily and 
maintain the quality of their action 
Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M4.1Sing songs and create different vocal effects	
M4.2Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear	
M4.3Compose music in pairs and make improvements to their own work	
M4.4Create an accompaniment to a known song	
M4.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and in ensembles	
M4.6Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns 
M4.7Play and sing phrase from notation and use increasingly technical language 
M4.8Explore and select different melodic patterns 
M4.9Record their own ideas 
M4.10Perform with awareness of different parts 
M4.11Consider pieces of music in terms of meaning, mood, structure, place and time 
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Year 4 Spring Term Curriculum Overview: Stargazers  
The Big Idea… 
Can you imagine sitting above the world with a satellite and looking back down? What can you see? Come and journey through space, the final 
frontier…  
In this topic the children will explore Earth and the surrounding solar system. They will explore how shadows are formed and change throughout a day. 
The pupils will investigate the history of space travel itself and how countries have worked in the past and are working together now to further 
exploration. Questions around the cost and rewards of space exploration for different countries in the world will be explored through questions such as 
‘Why should we explore space before we fix Earth’s problems?’.  
Significant individuals in the widening of knowledge about space (e.g. Galileo Galilei and Isaac Newton) will be investigated as well as ways in which we 
can explore space ourselves using IT from our seats in the classroom. Through this knowledge children will consider themselves as space explorers and 
develop products to take into space as well as thinking about the next steps they would like to take in space exploration.			
Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

Can you imagine being a satellite orbiting the earth? 
What does the earth look like from above?   
Who is orbiting the earth today?   
How did they get there?  
What would the challenges of space travel be?  
Where would you go if you had to leave earth?  
What would that place look like?  
How much does it cost to travel into space?  
Is that value for money? 
Should every country develop a space programme?  
Do we know everything that is out there? Will we ever? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

  

Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and 
interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 
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Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill                                                         UFO Diary by Satoshi Kitamura 
Leon and The Space Between by Angela Mc Allister                                 Space Poems by Gaby Morgan 
Boom! By Mark Haddon                                                                              Spacejackers by Huw Powell 
Space by Andrew Langley                                                                          Destination Earth by Ali Sparkes The 
Tower to the Sun by Colin Thompson  
One Giant Leap by Don Brown                                                                  The Sea of Tranquility by Mark 
Haddon 
Ground Control to Major Tim: The Space Adventures of Major Tim Peake by Clive Gifford  
Professor Astro Cat’s Frontiers of Space by Dominic Walliman 

• Science Dome/Planetarium 
• ‘Late night’ star gazing 

Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S4.1Use scientific ideas and vocabulary when 
describing simple processes or phenomena 
S4.2Identify a range of variables you can use within 
an investigation to create a question 
S4.3Respond to given questions and develop their 
own comparative and fair tests 
S4.4Identify obvious risks when prompted 
S4.5Beginning to make systematic and accurate 
measurements using standard units, with a range of 
equipment 
S4.6Select ways to gather, record, classify and 
present data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
their experimental question 
S4.7Record findings using appropriate scientific 
language to inform conclusions drawn. (Use all of the 
following over the course of the year: drawings, 
labelled diagrams, keys,  bar charts, and tables 
S4.8Report on findings from enquiries, including 
written explanations of results and conclusions, 
displays or presentations 
S4.9Use results to draw simple conclusions and 
suggest improvements, new questions and 
predictions for setting up further tests 
S4.10Identify differences, similarities and patterns in 
data presented in various formats, including line 
graphs 
S4.11Use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support their findings 
S4.12Describe what they have found out in 

S4.22Know how shadows are made when the straight 
line of travel of light from a light source is blocked by 
something that is not transparent i.e. opaque or 
translucent 
S4.23Understand through investigation how the size 
of size of a shadow can be altered 
S4.24Describe the shapes, sizes and relative 
movements of the sun, moon, earth and other planets 
in the solar system 
S4.25Know that the Earth moves around the Sun, 
taking one year to do so; that the Moon moves around 
the Earth, taking 28 days to do so; and that the Earth 
revolves, taking one day 
S4.26Know that the Earth spins on its own axis and 
how this results in the apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky and that this results in day and night. 
S4.27Identify the four seasons and the regular 
changes in sunlight and weather associated with them 
in the UK 
S4.28Group together materials according to whether 
they are solids, liquids or gases 
S4.29Understand that materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, and measure the 
temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius 
(°C) 
S4.30Understand how the state of water changes 
within the water cycle and how this relates to 
temperature, using correct scientific vocabulary 
(evaporation/condensation) 

Research and Communication 
I4.20Be able to explore a virtual map using rotate, 
zoom and tilt and plan a route.  
I4.21Find places on a virtual map of space (e.g. 
Google Sky/Google Moon)  by using the search tool 
 
Multimedia Authoring 
I4.5Create a multimedia e-book by adding text and 
images to pages 
I4.6Understand how to edit the layout by moving 
items around 
I4.7Add multimedia elements (e.g. sounds) and create 
a consistent design 
I4.8Know how to add sound effects to an animated 
story 
I4.9Know how to trigger animations in a presentation 
or link to other slides when objects are clicked 
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experiments or investigations, linking cause and effect 
S4.13Identify scientific evidence that is being used to 
support or refute ideas or arguments 
S4.14Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S4.15Explain the purpose of a variety of scientific or 
technological developments 

S4.31Know about the principles of water power as a 
renewable and sustainable energy source 
 
 
T4.1Investigate and deconstruct a range of products 
and begin to identify their design limitations.  	
T4.2Record their planning using a range of ICT, 
2D illustrations and 3D prototypes, meeting a 
design brief relating to prior experiences	
T4.3Use a range of tools, materials and 
techniques with increasing skill and accuracy to 
create a functional product that is fit for purpose	
T4.4Reflect on and evaluate their product, 
implementing any changes to their design 
T4.5Know that food production is affected by climate, 
seasons and access to preservation techniques 	
T4.6To create a food that can be preserved and 
taken to space, follow a recipe that uses 
techniques such as peeling, chopping, slicing, 
grating, mixing, spreading, kneading and baking	

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

F4.5Be able to explain ways in which Jews show 
their commitment to God 
F4.6Be able to explain the origins of Passover 
F4.7Be able to explain the significance of keeping 
kashrut (food laws) 
F4.3Be able to understand the connection 
between believing and behaving 

O4.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue 
O4.2 Listen to and identify the main points of each 
speaker, comparing and discussing their views and 
how it was presented. 
O4.3 In light of alternative viewpoints, respond 
appropriately to the contributions of others 
O4.4 Continue to develop an enquiring mind, asking 
questions readily to extend their thinking 
O4.5 Coherently convey detailed information for all 
listeners 
O4.6 Take on different roles within groups, including 
scribe, reporter, leader/ controller 
O4.7 Compose and rehearse sentences orally (warm 
up a sentence), so children can progressively build up 
a rich and varied language 
O4.8 Be able to research, discuss and debate topical 
issues and problems, taking into account the views of 

A4.1Use appropriate language to describe the arts 
and give reasons for my opinions 
A4.2Describe in detail how artists (sculptors, 
illustrators, craftspeople, painters)  from different 
times, cultures and countries, are influenced by their 
environment and select use materials and processes 
to suit their purpose (such as Ndebele art). 
A4.3Present and display my work, with some support, 
for a range of audiences and purposes 
A4.4Use art, craft and design as a means of self-
expression, evoking moods, thoughts and ideas (e.g. 
awe and wonder of space)  
A4.5Visit a local art gallery or exhibition and work with 
artists in and beyond the classroom 
A4.8Explore the use of colour (Techniques: 
Colour-Limited and Monochromatic. Processes: 
Painting e.g. acrylics) 
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others. 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
	
Finance Education 
PS4.14Understand how choices about spending 
and saving can be influenced by and have an 
impact on other people 
PS4.15Take account of other people’s ideas and 
opinions when making decisions about spending and 
saving my money 
 
Relationships 
PS4.9Identify the web of relationships that I am part 
of, starting from those closest to me and including 
those more distant  
PS4.10Know how most people feel when they lose 
someone or something they love and that we can 
remember someone even if we no longer see them	

G4.1Be able to use secondary sources in a variety 
of scales, including globes, atlases and digital 
mapping, to obtain geographical information 
G4.7Understand the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle in relation 
to weather. 
H4.5 Understand, consider and respond to the effects 
(both positive and negative) of exploration on the 
world (e.g. space exploration)	

GL4.3To identify ways in which people work together 
for mutual benefit	

Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be linked to topic where appropriate, but can also stand alone. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL4.1Be able to respond to new commands in French 
PL4.2Be able to ask and answer questions in French 
PL4.3Be able to recognise and use the French alphabet  
PL4.4Be able to name a range of animals in French 
PL4.5Be able to use a range of nouns in French including plural nouns  
PL4.6Be able to build sentences in French using written templates including nouns, adjectives and a verb 
PL4.7Be able to memorise and present a short text or song in French 
PL4.8Know the difference between masculine and feminine nouns  
PL4.9Know the months of year in French and be able to use in context of the date  
PL4.10Understand the place in Europe France holds geographically and the names of a range of European countries especially the ones that 
border France 
PL4.11Understand that French speaking countries have similar and different traditions to the UK 
PL4.12Understand how the life of a child in France is similar or different to their lives 
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
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Indoor P.E 
PE4.1Be able to devise routines of stretching exercises that prepare them for their gymnastic and dance work 
PE4.2Be able to experiment with a wide range of actions, varying and combining spatial patterns, speed, tension and continuity when working on their own, 
with a partner and in a group 
PE4.3Be able to remember, combine,  practise, describe and  interpret longer, more complex dance and gymnastics phrases 
PE4.4Be able to communicate ideas or feelings through their dances and perform with fluency and control, 
showing sensitivity to the accompaniment and to others 
PE4.5Know how to suggest how dances and performances can be improved, so that they communicate more effectively 
PE4.6Be able to control their breathing and are comfortable on the surface and under water, swimming fluently and with control when using back crawl, 
front crawl and breaststroke 

Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE4.7Be able to use a variety of strokes and personal survival skills to suit the needs of a task 
PE4.8Understand how to offer constructive ideas when working with a partner, including ideas on balances, inversion and transfer of weight 
PE4.9Show understanding of warming up and cooling down, and choose appropriate activities to do on 
their own 

Outdoor P.E 
PE4.10Know how to prepare themselves effectively and follow safety procedures 
PE4.11Know how to orientate themselves and move  with increasing confidence and accuracy when following trails and simple orienteering courses 
PE4.12Be able to use skills with control in problem-solving activities 
PE4.13Understand how to keep and use rules they are given and explain the tactics and skills that they are confident with and use well in games 
PE4.14Be able to use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball and get into positions to shoot or score and play with greater speed and flow 
PE4.15Know how to adapt rules in agreement with others and, later, make rules for their own games, which they explain and teach to others 
PE4.16Be able to use a range of techniques when passing, eg high, low, bounced, fast, slow, dribbling. 
PE4.17Know how to pace their effort well in different types of event so that they can keep going steadily and 
maintain the quality of their action 
Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M4.1Sing songs and create different vocal effects	
M4.2Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear	
M4.3Compose music in pairs and make improvements to their own work	
M4.4Create an accompaniment to a known song	
M4.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and in ensembles	
M4.6Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns 
M4.7Play and sing phrase from notation and use increasingly technical language 
M4.8Explore and select different melodic patterns 
M4.9Record their own ideas 
M4.10Perform with awareness of different parts 
M4.11Consider pieces of music in terms of meaning, mood, structure, place and time 
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Year 4 Summer Term Curriculum Overview: Democracy  
The Big Idea… 
What links the Ancient Greeks, the Magna Carta, Emmeline Pankhurst, Mahatma Ghandi and Martin Luther King? 
Children will gain a greater understanding of the way our country and others are run in this topic, learning about shared decision making 
which includes accepting the view of the majority, and about Fundamental British Values. 
They will learn about the beginnings of democracy through finding out about Ancient Greece, progressing through the establishment of 
British democracy, universal suffrage in different countries in different times and the working of the present day parliamentary system. 
 

Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

What links the Ancient Greeks, the Magna Carta, 
Emmeline Pankhurst, Mahatma Ghandi and 
Martin Luther King? 
What is democracy? 
Where did the idea of democracy come from? 
Why should we value democracy? 
What role do political parties play in democracy? 
Why are elections important? 
What challenges does democracy face today? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

 

  

Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and 
interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 

The Election – Eleanor Levenson 
The Class Vote (Roshan learns about democracy) – Deborah Chancellor 
The Day the Crayons Quit - Drew Daywalt  
Suffragette - Carol Drinkwater 
I have a Dream - Martin Luther King and Kadir Nelson 
King John and Magna Carta - L Du Garde Peach 
Rupert’s Parchment: Story of Magna Carta - Eileen Cameron 
100 Facts Ancient Greece – Fiona MacDonald 
The Ancient Greeks: Clever Ideas and Inventions from Past Civilisations (The Genius of) - Izzi Howell 
Fantastically Great Women Who Changed The World - Kate Pankhurst 
Gandhi (Little People, BIG DREAMS) - Isabel Sanchez Vegara and Albert Arrayas 
Martin Luther King, Jnr. - Kitson Jazynka 

• Visit from UK Parliament 
Education Outreach 

• Visit to/from local councilors/mayor 
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Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S4.1Use scientific ideas and vocabulary when 
describing simple processes or phenomena 
S4.2Identify a range of variables you can use within 
an investigation to create a question 
S4.3Respond to given questions and develop their 
own comparative and fair tests 
S4.4Identify obvious risks when prompted 
S4.5Beginning to make systematic and accurate 
measurements using standard units, with a range of 
equipment 
S4.6Select ways to gather, record, classify and 
present data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
their experimental question 
S4.7Record findings using appropriate scientific 
language to inform conclusions drawn. (Use all of the 
following over the course of the year: drawings, 
labelled diagrams, keys,  bar charts, and tables 
S4.8Report on findings from enquiries, including 
written explanations of results and conclusions, 
displays or presentations 
S4.9Use results to draw simple conclusions and 
suggest improvements, new questions and 
predictions for setting up further tests 
S4.10Identify differences, similarities and patterns in 
data presented in various formats, including line 
graphs 
S4.11Use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support their findings 
S4.12Describe what they have found out in 
experiments or investigations, linking cause and effect 
S4.13Identify scientific evidence that is being used to 
support or refute ideas or arguments 
S4.14Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S4.15Explain the purpose of a variety of scientific or 
technological developments 

S4.20Identify and name the basic parts of the 
digestive system in humans (mouth, tongue, teeth, 
oesophagus, stomach, small and large intestine, 
anus) 
S4.21Identify the simple functions of the teeth and 
different types of teeth in humans 
 
T4.1Investigate and deconstruct a range of products 
and begin to identify their design limitations.  	
T4.2Record their planning using a range of ICT, 
2D illustrations and 3D prototypes, meeting a 
design brief relating to prior experiences	
T4.3Use a range of tools, materials and 
techniques with increasing skill and accuracy to 
create a functional product that is fit for purpose	
T4.4Reflect on and evaluate their product, 
implementing any changes to their design 
T4.8Understand how levers and gears can be 
operated to transfer power	
T4.9Design and use mechanical systems that create 
movement (e.g. a voting machine)	

I4.10Know how to design a database and sort records 
to answer questions	
I4.11Understand how to test, debug and modify a 
procedure	
I4.12Know how to filter records to answer questions	

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
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F4.4Be able to show some understanding of 
Christian teachings on forgiveness 
F4.8 Be able to explain how the death and 
resurrection of Jesus exemplifies the Christian 
commitment to love your enemies 
F4.3Be able to understand the connection 
between believing and behaving 

O4.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue 
O4.2 Listen to and identify the main points of each 
speaker, comparing and discussing their views and 
how it was presented. 
O4.3 In light of alternative viewpoints, respond 
appropriately to the contributions of others 
O4.4 Continue to develop an enquiring mind, asking 
questions readily to extend their thinking 
O4.5 Coherently convey detailed information for all 
listeners 
O4.6 Take on different roles within groups, including 
scribe, reporter, leader/ controller 
O4.7 Compose and rehearse sentences orally (warm 
up a sentence), so children can progressively build up 
a rich and varied language 
O4.8 Be able to research, discuss and debate topical 
issues and problems, taking into account the views of 
others. 

A4.1Use appropriate language to describe the arts 
and give reasons for my opinions 
A4.2Describe in detail how artists (sculptors, 
illustrators, craftspeople, painters)  from different 
times, cultures and countries, are influenced by their 
environment and select use materials and processes 
to suit their purpose (such as Ndebele art). 
A4.3Present and display my work, with some support, 
for a range of audiences and purposes 
A4.4Use art, craft and design as a means of self-
expression, evoking moods, thoughts and ideas (e.g. 
awe and wonder of space)  
A4.5Visit a local art gallery or exhibition and work with 
artists in and beyond the classroom 
A4.7Select appropriate materials and techniques, 
using them with control (Techniques: texture and 
form. Processes: 3D sculpture using clay e.g. a 
bust or statue) 
A4.9Select appropriate materials and techniques, 
using them with control (Techniques: texture and 
pattern. Processes: textiles e.g. a flag) 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
 
Being Me in My World 
PS4.1Understand how democracy and having a 
voice benefits the school community  
PS4.2Understand that my actions affect myself and 
others; care about other people’s feelings and try to 
empathise with them 
 
Healthy Me 
PS4.7Understand some of the facts about 
smoking and alcohol and their effects on health, 
and some of the reasons some people start to 
smoke or drink alcohol 
PS4.8Know myself well enough to have a clear 
picture of what I believe is right and wrong and 
recognise and resist when people are putting me 
under pressure 

G4.1Be able to use secondary sources in a variety 
of scales, including globes, atlases and digital 
mapping, to obtain geographical information 
H4.1Be able to give some reasons for particular 
events and changes 
H4.2Be able to gather information from simple 
sources and to use artefacts and pictures to make 
deductions and inferences	
H4.3Be able to gather, present and communicate 
information from simple primary and secondary 
sources including the media	
H4.4Be able to make links between events, situations 
and changes in periods/societies studied	
H4.6Know about the main similarities and differences 
between the societies they have studied and their 
own	
H4.7Understand how the past is recorded, 
represented and interpreted in different ways and 

GL4.4To know about the contribution of different 
cultures, values and beliefs to our lives 
GL4.5To be able to identify activities and cultures 
which are different from their own, while not 
diminishing their value 
GL4.6To know the importance of individual worth 
GL4.8To be able to show empathy towards others 
and instigate positive action with regards to 
difference and diversity 
GL4.12To understand our potential to change the 
future	
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Changing Me 
PS4.11Understand that some of my personal 
characteristics have come from my birth parents and 
that this happens because I am made from the joining 
of their egg and sperm  
PS4.12orrectly label the internal and external 
parts of male and female bodies that are 
necessary for making a baby  
PS4.13Describe how a girl’s body changes in order 
for her to be able to have babies when she is an 
adult, and that menstruation (having periods) is a 
natural part of this 

different viewpoints, and give reasons for this	
H4.8Describe and identify reasons for and results 
of historical events and situations and changes in 
periods they have studied	
H4.9Know about some of the main events, dates 
and characteristics of the lives of people in the 
past societies they have studied (including an 
ancient civilization e.g. Ancient Rome, Ancient 
Greece)	

Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be linked to topic where appropriate, but can also stand alone. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL4.1Be able to respond to new commands in French 
PL4.2Be able to ask and answer questions in French 
PL4.3Be able to recognise and use the French alphabet  
PL4.4Be able to name a range of animals in French 
PL4.5Be able to use a range of nouns in French including plural nouns  
PL4.6Be able to build sentences in French using written templates including nouns, adjectives and a verb 
PL4.7Be able to memorise and present a short text or song in French 
PL4.8Know the difference between masculine and feminine nouns  
PL4.9Know the months of year in French and be able to use in context of the date  
PL4.10Understand the place in Europe France holds geographically and the names of a range of European countries especially the ones that 
border France 
PL4.11Understand that French speaking countries have similar and different traditions to the UK 
PL4.12Understand how the life of a child in France is similar or different to their lives 
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Indoor P.E 
PE4.1Be able to devise routines of stretching exercises that prepare them for their gymnastic and dance work 
PE4.2Be able to experiment with a wide range of actions, varying and combining spatial patterns, speed, tension and continuity when working on their own, 
with a partner and in a group 
PE4.3Be able to remember, combine,  practise, describe and  interpret longer, more complex dance and gymnastics phrases 
PE4.4Be able to communicate ideas or feelings through their dances and perform with fluency and control, 
showing sensitivity to the accompaniment and to others 
PE4.5Know how to suggest how dances and performances can be improved, so that they communicate more effectively 
PE4.6Be able to control their breathing and are comfortable on the surface and under water, swimming fluently and with control when using back crawl, 
front crawl and breaststroke 
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Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE4.7Be able to use a variety of strokes and personal survival skills to suit the needs of a task 
PE4.8Understand how to offer constructive ideas when working with a partner, including ideas on balances, inversion and transfer of weight 
PE4.9Show understanding of warming up and cooling down, and choose appropriate activities to do on 
their own 

Outdoor P.E 
PE4.10Know how to prepare themselves effectively and follow safety procedures 
PE4.11Know how to orientate themselves and move  with increasing confidence and accuracy when following trails and simple orienteering courses 
PE4.12Be able to use skills with control in problem-solving activities 
PE4.13Understand how to keep and use rules they are given and explain the tactics and skills that they are confident with and use well in games 
PE4.14Be able to use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball and get into positions to shoot or score and play with greater speed and flow 
PE4.15Know how to adapt rules in agreement with others and, later, make rules for their own games, which they explain and teach to others 
PE4.16Be able to use a range of techniques when passing, eg high, low, bounced, fast, slow, dribbling. 
PE4.17Know how to pace their effort well in different types of event so that they can keep going steadily and 
maintain the quality of their action 
Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M4.1Sing songs and create different vocal effects	
M4.2Identify melodic phrases and play them by ear	
M4.3Compose music in pairs and make improvements to their own work	
M4.4Create an accompaniment to a known song	
M4.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and in ensembles	
M4.6Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns 
M4.7Play and sing phrase from notation and use increasingly technical language 
M4.8Explore and select different melodic patterns 
M4.9Record their own ideas 
M4.10Perform with awareness of different parts 
M4.11Consider pieces of music in terms of meaning, mood, structure, place and time 

	


