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Year 6 Autumn Term Curriculum Overview: War and Peace 
 

The Big Idea… 
When did the Great War become a World War? Which nation lost the most men while fighting for Great Britain during WWI? Why didn’t 
children play conkers during WWI? Who were the White Feather Girls? Who was Thomas Highgate? 
This topic tackles how feelings are expressed and how extreme negative feeling can lead to war. Using different sources, the children will 
be examining various conflicts from the twentieth and twenty first centuries, up to the present day (to include either WWI or WWII). Pupils 
will be looking at how those conflicts affected (or are affecting) people in different parts of the world in different ways. The children will 
explore different viewpoints on war, and how those views are expressed, for example, in art, literature and online. 
Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

When did the Great War become a World War? Which nation lost the most men while 
fighting for Great Britain during WWI? Why didn’t children play conkers during WWI? 
Who were the White Feather Girls? Who was Thomas Highgate? 
How does war affect the lives of different groups of people? People in different places 
across the world? Is everyone’s experience of war equal? 
How did the outcome of World War One affect World War Two? 
Is there war in the world today? How is it affecting people today? 
Is war necessary?                         Is world peace possible? 
Are all wars equally important?     Who decides who goes to war? 
How do you view war?                 
How do people express their thoughts and feelings around war? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

  

 
Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and 
interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 

My Secret War Diary by Marcia Williams                                                            The Diary of Anne Frank 
Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti                                                                   Battle of Britain by Chris Priestly                                                                          
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpugo                                                          The Exeter Blitz by David Rees 
 ‘A Child’s Garden: A Story of Hope’ by Michael Foreman                              Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird 
FArTHER by Grahame Baker-Smith                                                                  Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 
A little Piece of Ground by Elizabeth Laird                          The Machine Gunners by Robert Westall (Caution – Language) 
The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S.Lewis                                          Once by Morris Gleitzman 
No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War by Anita Lobel                                              Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 
Six Men by David McKee                                                                                    The Librarian of Basra by Jeanette Winter 
‘War and Peas’ by Michael Foreman                                                                  Tail-End Charlie by Mick Manning and Brita 
Granston                                       
Five Children on the Western Front by Kate Saunders                                      The Trenches by Jim Eldridge  
What are We Fighting For? By Brian Moses and Roger Stevens                      When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

• Museum of Barnstaple and North 
Devon 

• North Devon Athenaeum 
• Remembrance Service – Rock 

Park 
• Visit Barnstaple War Memorial 
• Research on family experiences of 

war 
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The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley Hughes                                                      
Wartime Princess by Valerie Wilding                                                                   
Blitz: A Wartime Girl’s Story by Vince Cross 
Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S6.1During initial exploration of phenomena, use 
scientific ideas and vocabulary accurately when 
describing processes  
S6.2Plan investigations, including recognising and 
controlling dependent and independent variables 
where appropriate 
S6.3Take measurements using a range of scientific 
equipment with increasing accuracy and precision 
S6.4Repeat sets of observations or measurements 
where appropriate, selecting suitable ranges and 
intervals 
S6.5Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S6.6Record data and results of increasing complexity, 
using scientific diagrams and labels, classification 
keys, tables, bar, line and scatter graphs, and models 
S6.7Report findings from investigations, including 
written explanations of and degree of trust in results, 
explanation involving causal relationships, and 
conclusions to support or refute ideas or arguments. 
S6.8Continuing to develop the ability to use test 
results to make predictions to set up further 
comparative and fair tests  
S6.9Interpret data in a variety of formats, recognising 
obvious inconsistencies 
S6.10Describe different viewpoints a range of people 
may have about scientific or technological 
developments 
S6.11Distinguish between opinion and scientific 
evidence in contexts related to science, and use 
evidence rather than opinion to support or challenge 
scientific arguments 
S6.12Draw valid conclusions that utilise more than 
one piece of supporting evidence, including numerical 
data and line graphs 

S6.27Explain and give reasons for the classification of 
living things into broad groups according to common 
observable characteristics and based on similarities 
and differences, including plants, animals and micro-
organisms 
S6.28Know that there are life processes including 
nutrition, movement, growth and reproduction 
common to animals, including humans 
S6.29Describe the life processes of reproduction in 
some plants and animals, including sexual and 
asexual reproduction in plants, and sexual 
reproduction in animals 
S6.30Know and describe the life cycles common to a 
variety of animals including humans and to a variety 
of plants (growth, reproduction and death) 
S6.31Give reasons why living things produce 
offspring of the same kind, but in many cases 
offspring are not identical with each other or with their 
parents 
S6.32Describe the differences in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. 
S6.33Use basic ideas of inheritance, variation and 
adaptation which can describe how living things could 
change over time and evolve  
S6.34Describe how fossils are formed and provide 
evidence of evolution 
 
T6.1Investigate products to determine how they are 
designed, made and work   
T6.2Research the working history of select products 
and how design has influenced them over time      
T6.3Create a step–by–step recorded plan to meet 
a design requirement using a range of ICT, 2D 
cross sectional illustrations and exploded 
diagrams   
T6.4Use 3D prototypes to explore and inform the step 

Research and Communication (E-safety) 
I6.17Understand the potential risks of digital 
communication (including leaving a digital 
footprint, interacting with others and ways to 
protect yourself online) 
I6.18Know how to change online profile settings 
I6.19Know how and where to seek help if messaging 
becomes upsetting or inappropriate 
 
Text and Graphics 
I6.1Be able to type quickly without looking at the 
keyboard 
I6.2Produce documents in a variety of formats, 
making appropriate choices about layout & 
features	
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– by – step plan, aesthetic outcome and budgetary 
constraints   
T6.5 Select a range of appropriate tools, materials 
and techniques to construct with precision and 
accuracy, focusing on quality of finish and 
function 
T6.6Test and evaluate their own product and 
respond to constructive comments to implement 
any changes to their product     
T6.13Use construction techniques (including 
measuring, marking out, cutting, shaping, joining and 
assembling) to solve a practical problem (e.g. to 
reinforce and strengthen a 3D framework for a shelter 
or to improve the function of a mechanism that 
transports things) 
S6.14Demonstrate resourcefulness when tackling 
and solving practical problems 

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

F6.2Be able to explain some religious 
perspectives on eternity 
F6.5Be able to explain how the Muslim belief in 
Akhirah influences the way they live their lives 
F6.6Know about different Muslim interpretations 
of Jihad and use knowledge to challenge 
stereotyping 
F6.7Be able to show an understanding of how Jihad 
relates to going to Heaven 

O6.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue. 
O6.2 When listening for a sustained period, take 
notes for different purposes, identifying how note 
taking varies depending on context and purpose. 
O6.3 Coherently and confidently convey detailed 
information for all listeners  
O6.4 Use Standard English confidently in a range of 
formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 
O6.5 Give short speeches and presentations, 
expressing their own ideas and keeping to the point  
O6.6 Be able to develop/change position as a result 
of discussion/ argument and provide reasoned 
evidence for their view. Use negotiation tools and 
techniques. 
O6.7 Participate in formal debates and structured 
discussions, summarising and/or building on what has 
been said to explore topics and issues of relevancy 
and interest. 
O6.8 Understand and use a variety of ways to criticise 

A6.1Make judgements about works of art, craft and 
design, showing understanding, appreciation, respect 
and enjoyment as appropriate, using appropriate art 
vocabulary. 
A6.2Understand that the work of artists (illustrators, 
sculptors and painters) is influenced by and effects 
their environment  
A6.3Use a sketchbook to record and collect my 
observations, thoughts, visual and tactile material. 
A6.4Extend and improve my own and others’ work 
with imaginative ideas, looking for alternative 
outcomes. 
A6.5Present and display my work for a range of 
audiences and purposes, mounting work 
appropriately. 
A6.6Visit a local, regional or national art gallery and 
work with artists in and beyond the classroom 
A6.9Have an awareness of composition, scale and 
proportion in my drawings and paintings 
(Techniques: tone, space and line. Processes: 
Drawing/Painting) 
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constructively and respond to criticism. 
O6.9 Consider examples of conflict and resolution, 
exploring the language used.  
O6.10 Be able to use appropriate language and terms 
to describe, interpret and evaluate their own and 
others’ work. 
O6.11 Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(warm up a sentence), so children can continue to 
build up a rich and varied language within complex 
sentence structures 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
	
Healthy Me 
PS6.7Know how to keep myself safe to avoid 
emergencies and also how to deal with 
emergencies if they happen  
PS6.8Understand what it means to be emotionally 
well and can explore people’s attitudes towards 
mental health/illness 
 
Relationships 
PS6.9Understand that there are different stages of 
grief and that there are different types of loss that 
cause people to grieve  
PS6.10Demonstrate ways I could stand up for 
myself and my friends in situations where others 
are trying to gain power or control	

G6.6Be able to evaluate and use a variety of 
sources to gather geographical information  
G6.7To use 4 and 6 figure grid references to locate a 
point on a map 
G6.8Know about the major geographical features 
of a chosen country including position (latitude / 
longitude, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic circle, equator and northern / 
southern hemisphere ) and time zones  
G6.9Be able to describe key physical and human 
aspects and collect and record evidence to 
answer geographical questions 
G6.10Understand how localities are affected by 
natural features and processes e.g. rivers 
G6.11Be able to explain how physical and human 
processes lead to similarities and differences between 
places 
G6.12Be able to enquire into geographical factors and 
their effects on people’s lives 
G6.13Know about some of the similarities and 
differences between the different UK countries and 
between them and another chosen country 
G6.14Be able to use, interpret and make maps and 
plans using a variety of scales using symbols and 
keys 
 
H6.1Be able to select, record, organise and infer 
from information from a variety of sources from 
different viewpoints (including opposing 

GL6.1To know about some of the issues surrounding 
important global events 
GL6.2To be able to analyse, evaluate, and create 
messages in a wide variety of media modes, genres, 
and forms 
GL6.3To be able to use their understanding of 
different viewpoints to develop an informed view of 
their own 
GL6.4To be able to develop/change position as a 
result of reasoned argument 
GL6.5To be able to challenge bias, opinion and 
stereotype and viewpoints which perpetuate inequality 
GL6.16To understand the relationship between 
conflict and peace and some of the causes and 
effects of conflict, locally and globally 
GL6.17To know some causes of conflict and use 
strategies for conflict prevention	
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viewpoints)  
H6.2Understand that historical sources can be 
different from and contradict one another and that 
they reflect their context of time, place and viewpoint 
H6.3Be able to communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history in a variety of ways e.g. 
debate, technology, making appropriate use of 
dates and historical terms 
H6.4Be able to describe how events within the history 
of a country affect the lives of people who live there 
and in other countries today 
H6.5Know about the characteristic features of a 
particular period in the history of the UK, to 
include either World War I or II 
H6.6Be able to describe and identify reasons for, 
links between and results of historical events, 
situations, and their effects on people’s lives 
H6.7Be able to develop arguments and explanations 
using appropriate vocabulary and techniques 
H6.8Know about the social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversity of people living in the periods studied 

Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL6.1Be able to perform and participate in a simple play, or speaking practice in French to an audience  
PL6.2Be able to identify different text types and read short authentic texts in French 
PL6.3Be able to use writing frames to create written sentences in French using nouns, verbs, adjectives, conjunctions a, adverbs, preposition and 
pronouns 
PL6.4Be able to sing and mime a range of action songs in French 
PL6.5Be able to use the future and the past tense in French 
PL6.6Be able to use a French dictionary to look up nouns or adjectives or check spelling 
PL6.7Know and use numbers 1-100 in French 
PL6.8Know and use the appropriate sound when reading words in French 
PL6.9Understand and use longer and more complex phrases or sentences in French 
PL6.10Understand some of the issues affecting France and the attitudes towards them such as homelessness, manners, poverty and religion 
PL6.11Understand a brief history of France. Compare attitudes between people in different time periods  
PL6.12Understand how learning languages can help improve understanding across cultures and reflect on personal reasons and feelings toward learning 
languages  
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
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Indoor P.E 
PE6.1Be able to respond to a range of stimuli, improvising freely using a range of controlled movements and patterns, including actions, dynamics, space 
and relationship 
PE6.2Be able to select and use a range of compositional and perform ideas to create motifs that demonstrate their dance idea with a partner and in a group and 
understand how costume, music and set can help to improve a dance performance 
PE6.3Be able to use planned variations and contrasts in actions and speed in their sequences 

Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE6.4Understand why exercise is good for fitness, health and wellbeing 
PE6.5Know how to prepare physically and organisationally to be safe and efficient 
PE6.6Understand how to lift, move and place equipment safely and recognise and avoid risks when handling and placing apparatus 
PE6.7Be able to identify aspects of their own and others’ performances that need improvement, and suggest how to improve them 

Outdoor P.E 
PE6.8Know the importance of being fit, and what types of fitness are most important for games and understand how playing games can contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle 
PE6.9Be able to use physical and teamwork skills well in a variety of different outdoor and adventurous activity challenges 
PE6.10Be able to use attacking and defending skills appropriately in games and to perform skills with greater speed  
PE6.11Be able to choose and use different formations to suit the needs of the game and understand how to choose when to pass or dribble, so that they keep 
possession and make progress towards the goal 
PE6.12Be able to develop the consistency of their actions in a number of events 
PE6.13Understand how to choose appropriate techniques for specific events 
Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M6.1Sing with expression and rehearse with others 
M6.2Play accompaniments with control and accuracy 
M6.3Compose music individually or in pairs using a range of stimuli and developing their musical ideas into a completed composition 
M6.4Improve their work through analysis, evaluation and comparison 
M6.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and ensembles 
M6.6Use and understand staff and other music notation 
M6.7Present performances effectively with awareness of audience, venue and occasion 
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Year 6 Spring Term Curriculum Overview: People Power 
 

The Big Idea… 
Are you prepared to stand up for what you believe in? How strongly do you believe in something? 
At the core of the People Power topic is the idea that people’s actions in the past have shaped our present and that our actions will shape 
the present as well as the future. We will look at key figures who have stood up and opened the world’s mind to issues in society, such as 
Nelson Mandela, Malala Yousafzai, Martin Luther King, Gandhi and Emmeline Pankhurst. Pupils will also investigate different ways that 
people have protested, for example through activist art and music, such as John Lennon, Woody Guthrie, Ai WeiWei, Banksy and Picasso. 
Children will explore rights and responsibilities as well as current issues (including local ones) that affect the lives of many. The topic will 
culminate in children demonstrating how to utilise their power to impact on something that is important to them! 
Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

In what different ways have people fought for change? 
How can we resolve conflict? 
Can we achieve peace? 
If you don’t agree, should you keep quiet? 
Who do you think has made a difference to our world? 
How could you make a difference? 
Are you prepared to stand up for what you believe in? 
How have people expressed their views? 
Can both sides be right? 
Are you prepared to stand up for what you believe in?  
How strongly do you believe in something? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

  

 
Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and 
interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 
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Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 
Animal Rights by Patience Costner  
The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt  
The Chicken Gave it Me by Anne Fine  
Keeper by Mal Peet  
Journey to Jo’Burg by Beverly Naidoo 
Suffragette by Carol Drinkwater 
I have a Dream by Martin Luther King and Kadir Nelson 
Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine 
 
 

• Take part in a protest 
• Research local and global issues 

that people feel strongly about 

Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S6.1During initial exploration of phenomena, use 
scientific ideas and vocabulary accurately when 
describing processes  
S6.2Plan investigations, including recognising and 
controlling dependent and independent variables 
where appropriate 
S6.3Take measurements using a range of scientific 
equipment with increasing accuracy and precision 
S6.4Repeat sets of observations or measurements 
where appropriate, selecting suitable ranges and 
intervals 
S6.5Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S6.6Record data and results of increasing complexity, 
using scientific diagrams and labels, classification 
keys, tables, bar, line and scatter graphs, and models 
S6.7Report findings from investigations, including 
written explanations of and degree of trust in results, 
explanation involving causal relationships, and 
conclusions to support or refute ideas or arguments. 
S6.8Continuing to develop the ability to use test 
results to make predictions to set up further 
comparative and fair tests  
S6.9Interpret data in a variety of formats, recognising 
obvious inconsistencies 
S6.10Describe different viewpoints a range of people 
may have about scientific or technological 

S6.22Observe and name a variety of sources of 
sound, noticing that we hear with our ears after 
vibrations travel through a medium 
S6.23Identify how sounds are made, associating 
some of them with something vibrating 
S6.24Recognise that sounds get fainter as the 
distance from the sound source increases 
S6.25Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and 
the features of an object that produced it 
S6.26Find patterns between the volume of a sound 
and the strength of the vibrations that produced it 
 
Science revision as required 
 
T6.1Investigate products to determine how they are 
designed, made and work   
T6.2Research the working history of select products 
and how design has influenced them over time      
T6.3Create a step–by–step recorded plan to meet 
a design requirement using a range of ICT, 2D 
cross sectional illustrations and exploded 
diagrams   
T6.4Use 3D prototypes to explore and inform the step 
– by – step plan, aesthetic outcome and budgetary 
constraints   
T6.5 Select a range of appropriate tools, materials 
and techniques to construct with precision and 
accuracy, focusing on quality of finish and 

Digital Creativity 
I6.3Be able to combine images into an animated 
GIF 
I6.4Know how to change the size/speed of an 
animated GIF 
 
Text and Graphics 
I6.1Be able to type quickly without looking at the 
keyboard 
I6.2Produce documents in a variety of formats, 
making appropriate choices about layout & 
features 
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developments 
S6.11Distinguish between opinion and scientific 
evidence in contexts related to science, and use 
evidence rather than opinion to support or challenge 
scientific arguments 
S6.12Draw valid conclusions that utilise more than 
one piece of supporting evidence, including numerical 
data and line graphs 

function 
T6.6Test and evaluate their own product and 
respond to constructive comments to implement 
any changes to their product     
T6.9Know how levers work with a fulcrum, to multiply 
the force applied to another object 
T6.10Know how to make strong, stiff shell structures 
T6.11Design and make a musical instrument which 
could utilise a lever to be used in a protest (e.g. a 
snare drum or pedal-operated bass drum) 

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

F6.4Be able to explain and evaluate the ways 
Muslims can show commitment to God 
F6.1Be able to explain and compare aspects of 
some major world religions 
 

O6.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue. 
O6.2 When listening for a sustained period, take 
notes for different purposes, identifying how note 
taking varies depending on context and purpose. 
O6.3 Coherently and confidently convey detailed 
information for all listeners  
O6.4 Use Standard English confidently in a range of 
formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 
O6.5 Give short speeches and presentations, 
expressing their own ideas and keeping to the point  
O6.6 Be able to develop/change position as a result 
of discussion/ argument and provide reasoned 
evidence for their view. Use negotiation tools and 
techniques. 
O6.7 Participate in formal debates and structured 
discussions, summarising and/or building on what has 
been said to explore topics and issues of relevancy 
and interest. 
O6.8 Understand and use a variety of ways to criticise 
constructively and respond to criticism. 
O6.9 Consider examples of conflict and resolution, 
exploring the language used.  
O6.10 Be able to use appropriate language and terms 
to describe, interpret and evaluate their own and 
others’ work. 
O6.11 Compose and rehearse sentences orally 

A6.1Make judgements about works of art, craft and 
design, showing understanding, appreciation, respect 
and enjoyment as appropriate, using appropriate art 
vocabulary. 
A6.2Understand that the work of artists (illustrators, 
sculptors and painters) is influenced by and effects 
their environment  
A6.3Use a sketchbook to record and collect my 
observations, thoughts, visual and tactile material. 
A6.4Extend and improve my own and others’ work 
with imaginative ideas, looking for alternative 
outcomes. 
A6.5Present and display my work for a range of 
audiences and purposes, mounting work 
appropriately. 
A6.6Visit a local, regional or national art gallery and 
work with artists in and beyond the classroom 
A6.7Work imaginatively to investigate and 
combine my skills (Techniques: shape, space and 
colour. Processes: Mixed media) 
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(warm up a sentence), so children can continue to 
build up a rich and varied language within complex 
sentence structures 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
	
Being Me in My World 
PS6.1Know that there are universal rights for all 
children but for many children these rights are not 
met  
PS6.2Make choices about my own behaviour 
because I understand how rewards and 
consequences feel and I understand how these relate 
to my rights and responsibilities 
 
Celebrating Difference 
PS6.3Understand there are different perceptions 
about what ‘normal’ means  
PS6.4Explain some of the ways in which one 
person or a group can have power over another 
and know some of the reasons why people use 
that power to bully through exclusion or ill-
treatment of others (including bullying because of 
race, religion, sexual orientation or gender 
identification)	

H6.1Be able to select, record, organise and infer 
from information from a variety of sources from 
different viewpoints (including opposing 
viewpoints)  
H6.2Understand that historical sources can be 
different from and contradict one another and that 
they reflect their context of time, place and viewpoint 
H6.3Be able to communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history in a variety of ways e.g. 
debate, technology, making appropriate use of 
dates and historical terms 
H6.7Be able to develop arguments and explanations 
using appropriate vocabulary and techniques 
H6.8Know about the social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversity of people living in the periods studied	

GL6.1To know about some of the issues surrounding 
important global events 
GL6.2To be able to analyse, evaluate, and create 
messages in a wide variety of media modes, genres, 
and forms 
GL6.3To be able to use their understanding of 
different viewpoints to develop an informed view of 
their own 
GL6.4To be able to develop/change position as a 
result of reasoned argument 
GL6.5To be able to challenge bias, opinion and 
stereotype and viewpoints which perpetuate inequality 
GL6.6To understand the need for open mindedness 
GL6.7To know about the main issues of diversity 
GL6.9To know that there are inequalities within and 
between societies. 
GL6.10To know that people have different views of 
economic and social development 
GL6.11To know that people all over the world 
have basic rights and responsibilities 
GL6.14To understand the need for careful lifestyle 
choices for a sustainable world, considering 
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possible and preferable futures 
GL6.15To know about the political systems in some 
different countries and cultures 

Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL6.1Be able to perform and participate in a simple play, or speaking practice in French to an audience  
PL6.2Be able to identify different text types and read short authentic texts in French 
PL6.3Be able to use writing frames to create written sentences in French using nouns, verbs, adjectives, conjunctions a, adverbs, preposition and 
pronouns 
PL6.4Be able to sing and mime a range of action songs in French 
PL6.5Be able to use the future and the past tense in French 
PL6.6Be able to use a French dictionary to look up nouns or adjectives or check spelling 
PL6.7Know and use numbers 1-100 in French 
PL6.8Know and use the appropriate sound when reading words in French 
PL6.9Understand and use longer and more complex phrases or sentences in French 
PL6.10Understand some of the issues affecting France and the attitudes towards them such as homelessness, manners, poverty and religion 
PL6.11Understand a brief history of France. Compare attitudes between people in different time periods  
PL6.12Understand how learning languages can help improve understanding across cultures and reflect on personal reasons and feelings toward learning 
languages  
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Indoor P.E 
PE6.1Be able to respond to a range of stimuli, improvising freely using a range of controlled movements and patterns, including actions, dynamics, space 
and relationship 
PE6.2Be able to select and use a range of compositional and perform ideas to create motifs that demonstrate their dance idea with a partner and in a group and 
understand how costume, music and set can help to improve a dance performance 
PE6.3Be able to use planned variations and contrasts in actions and speed in their sequences 

Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE6.4Understand why exercise is good for fitness, health and wellbeing 
PE6.5Know how to prepare physically and organisationally to be safe and efficient 
PE6.6Understand how to lift, move and place equipment safely and recognise and avoid risks when handling and placing apparatus 
PE6.7Be able to identify aspects of their own and others’ performances that need improvement, and suggest how to improve them 

Outdoor P.E 
PE6.8Know the importance of being fit, and what types of fitness are most important for games and understand how playing games can contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle 
PE6.9Be able to use physical and teamwork skills well in a variety of different outdoor and adventurous activity challenges 
PE6.10Be able to use attacking and defending skills appropriately in games and to perform skills with greater speed  
PE6.11Be able to choose and use different formations to suit the needs of the game and understand how to choose when to pass or dribble, so that they keep 
possession and make progress towards the goal 
PE6.12Be able to develop the consistency of their actions in a number of events 
PE6.13Understand how to choose appropriate techniques for specific events 
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Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M6.1Sing with expression and rehearse with others 
M6.2Play accompaniments with control and accuracy 
M6.3Compose music individually or in pairs using a range of stimuli and developing their musical ideas into a completed composition 
M6.4Improve their work through analysis, evaluation and comparison 
M6.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and ensembles 
M6.6Use and understand staff and other music notation 
M6.7Present performances effectively with awareness of audience, venue and occasion 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Roundswell Community Primary Academy	

	
13	

Year 6 Summer Term Curriculum Overview: What Price Progress? 
 

The Big Idea… 
Where did this invention come from? Who invented it? What is it for? Should it have been invented? Can I do better? Have its effects been wholly 
positive? This topic examines the consequences of scientific and other developments, both positive and negative. Children will learn about significant 
inventions through time and find out about current inventions, asking questions such as: where did this invention come from? Who invented it? What is it 
for? How could I improve it? 
Science learning in this topic will focus on identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments, as well as children 
planning and carrying out investigations to answer questions. Pupils will find out about child inventors, such as Louis Braille (inventing a way to enable 
blind people to read), Elif Bilgin (invented bio-plastic using banana peels), Kiara Nirghin (using orange peel to develop a cheap super-absorbent material 
to help soil retain water) and Rohit Fenn (inventor of the Vacu-Flush toilet which reduces overall water consumption of a toilet by roughly 50%) before 
developing their own inventions to solve real life problems. 
Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: Key Questions: 

 

Are all inventions a positive thing? 
Which has been the best invention of all time? Why? Would everyone in 
the world agree with that? 
Can children invent things? Can I? 

Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 

 

  
Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and 
interests of your cohort/group): 

Key Experiences: 
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Inventions: A Children’s Encyclopedia – Dorling Kindersley 
Milestones in Modern Science Series – Evans Brothers 
Clockwork - Philip Pullman 
Cogheart - Peter Bunzl 
Ripley’s Mighty Machines – Ian Graham 
Women in Science – 50 fearless pioneers who changed the world by Rachel Ignotofsky 
Stuff You Should Know! – Fardon and Beattie 
The Chronicles of Harris Burdick – Chris Van Allsburg et al 
The Shadow Cage and other tales of the supernatural – Phillipa Pearce	

• Museum of Barnstaple and North 
Devon – mystery objects 

Working Scientifically (S) 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Science and Technology (S/T) IT and Computing (I) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

S6.1During initial exploration of phenomena, use 
scientific ideas and vocabulary accurately when 
describing processes  
S6.2Plan investigations, including recognising and 
controlling dependent and independent variables 
where appropriate 
S6.3Take measurements using a range of scientific 
equipment with increasing accuracy and precision 
S6.4Repeat sets of observations or measurements 
where appropriate, selecting suitable ranges and 
intervals 
S6.5Select appropriate equipment or information 
sources to address specific questions or ideas under 
investigation 
S6.6Record data and results of increasing complexity, 
using scientific diagrams and labels, classification 
keys, tables, bar, line and scatter graphs, and models 
S6.7Report findings from investigations, including 
written explanations of and degree of trust in results, 
explanation involving causal relationships, and 
conclusions to support or refute ideas or arguments. 
S6.8Continuing to develop the ability to use test 
results to make predictions to set up further 
comparative and fair tests  
S6.9Interpret data in a variety of formats, recognising 
obvious inconsistencies 
S6.10Describe different viewpoints a range of people 
may have about scientific or technological 
developments 

S6.13Explain, through observation, that forces push 
and pull objects, making them change shape, and that 
there is always something doing the pushing or 
pulling either by contact or at a distance 
S6.14Investigate how forces, including gravity and 
drag forces such as, friction, air resistance and water 
resistance, affect the movement of a variety of objects 
S6.15Explain that drag forces tend to slow things 
down, including air resistance and, to a greater 
extent, resistance in liquids  
S6.16Describe, in terms of drag forces, why moving 
objects that are not driven tend to slow down 
S6.17Explain that unsupported objects fall towards 
the Earth because of the force of gravity acting 
between the Earth and the falling object 
S6.18Measure the size of a force 
S6.19Understand that force and motion can be 
transferred through mechanical devices such as 
gears, pulleys, levers and springs and that they can 
increase the effect of a force. 
S6.20 Use abstract ideas or models of more than one 
step when describing processes or phenomena 
S6.21Determine the distance travelled based on the 
speed and time of travel 
 
T6.1Investigate products to determine how they are 
designed, made and work   
T6.2Research the working history of select products 
and how design has influenced them over time      

Computing 
I6.5Create a procedure to carry out a specific task 
I6.6Adapt a procedure by changing variables, and 
predicting how the changes will affect the 
procedure 
I6.7Test, debug and modify a procedure to improve it 
I6.8Program a game by sequencing If... and Then... 
commands 
I6.9Know how to change the format of a spreadsheet 
cell 
I5.10Know how to change the appearance of cells 
(e.g. size, borders, colours) 
I6.11Know how to type formulae + - * / and use 
brackets. E.g.  =SUM( B4:B13)  to solve maths 
problems 
I5.12Know how to type and enter formulae into a 
spreadsheet using replication ( copy and paste)   
I6.13Understand and explain the function and 
sequence of commands in a program 
I6.14Understand why a procedure will not function 
correctly if it contains incorrectly inputted data 
I6.15Understand how changing the data in a cell can 
change the data in another automatically 
I4.16Be able to produce a graph from the information 
in a spreadsheet 
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S6.11Distinguish between opinion and scientific 
evidence in contexts related to science, and use 
evidence rather than opinion to support or challenge 
scientific arguments 
S6.12Draw valid conclusions that utilise more than 
one piece of supporting evidence, including numerical 
data and line graphs 

T6.3Create a step–by–step recorded plan to meet 
a design requirement using a range of ICT, 2D 
cross sectional illustrations and exploded 
diagrams   
T6.4Use 3D prototypes to explore and inform the step 
– by – step plan, aesthetic outcome and budgetary 
constraints   
T6.5 Select a range of appropriate tools, materials 
and techniques to construct with precision and 
accuracy, focusing on quality of finish and 
function 
T6.6Test and evaluate their own product and 
respond to constructive comments to implement 
any changes to their product     
T6.7Investigate a range of  technologies that 
people are developing around the world to address 
global challenges (e.g. 
https://practicalaction.org/design-for-a-better-world ) 
T6.8Design and create a product for mass production 
taking into account research and material properties 

Faith and Belief (F) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Communications and Oracy: 
(Objectives ongoing throughout the year) 

Creative Arts (A) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

F6.3Be able to analyse and evaluate the 
significance of the Christian belief in the Virgin 
Birth 
F6.1Be able to explain and compare aspects of 
some major world religions 
 

O6.1 Continue to establish and expect ‘Talk for 
Maths’ principles within the classroom, as ground 
rules for dialogue. 
O6.2 When listening for a sustained period, take 
notes for different purposes, identifying how note 
taking varies depending on context and purpose. 
O6.3 Coherently and confidently convey detailed 
information for all listeners  
O6.4 Use Standard English confidently in a range of 
formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 
O6.5 Give short speeches and presentations, 
expressing their own ideas and keeping to the point  
O6.6 Be able to develop/change position as a result 
of discussion/ argument and provide reasoned 
evidence for their view. Use negotiation tools and 
techniques. 
O6.7 Participate in formal debates and structured 
discussions, summarising and/or building on what has 

A6.1Make judgements about works of art, craft and 
design, showing understanding, appreciation, respect 
and enjoyment as appropriate, using appropriate art 
vocabulary. 
A6.2Understand that the work of artists (illustrators, 
sculptors and painters) is influenced by and effects 
their environment  
A6.3Use a sketchbook to record and collect my 
observations, thoughts, visual and tactile material. 
A6.4Extend and improve my own and others’ work 
with imaginative ideas, looking for alternative 
outcomes. 
A6.5Present and display my work for a range of 
audiences and purposes, mounting work 
appropriately. 
A6.6Visit a local, regional or national art gallery and 
work with artists in and beyond the classroom 
A6.8Use techniques with control to create a piece 
of 3D artwork (Techniques: texture and form. 
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been said to explore topics and issues of relevancy 
and interest. 
O6.8 Understand and use a variety of ways to criticise 
constructively and respond to criticism. 
O6.9 Consider examples of conflict and resolution, 
exploring the language used.  
O6.10 Be able to use appropriate language and terms 
to describe, interpret and evaluate their own and 
others’ work. 
O6.11 Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(warm up a sentence), so children can continue to 
build up a rich and varied language within complex 
sentence structures 

Processes: 3D sculpture and/or Textiles) 

Physical health and Well being (PS) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Humanities (G or H) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Global Learning (GL) 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

For further support with vocabulary and resources, 
please see ‘Jigsaw PSHE’.  
	
Dreams and Goals 
PS6.5Work out the learning steps I need to take to 
reach a goal and understand how to motivate 
myself to work on these  
PS6.6Describe some ways in which I can work with 
other people to help make the world a better place 
	
Changing Me 
PS6.11Be aware of my own self-image and how my 
body image fits into that  
PS6.12Ask the questions I need answered about 
changes during puberty and can reflect on how I feel 
about asking the questions and about the answers I 
receive 
PS6.13Understand how being physically attracted to 
someone changes the nature of the relationship  
PS6.14Describe how a baby develops from 
conception through the nine months of 
pregnancy, and how it is born 

G6.1Understand geographical constraints on 
business and trade 
G6.2Know how the services and resources available 
in different localities affect the lives of people 
G6.3Know about recent and proposed changes in 
particular localities  
G6.4Be able to give some reasons for particular 
events and changes and how they can harm or 
improve their locality 
G6.5Understand the effects of people and their 
actions on climate change e.g. removal of rainforest 
and consumptions of specific goods e.g. palm oil 
	
H6.1Be able to select, record, organise and infer 
from information from a variety of sources from 
different viewpoints (including opposing 
viewpoints)  
H6.2Understand that historical sources can be 
different from and contradict one another and that 
they reflect their context of time, place and viewpoint	

GL6.1To know about some of the issues surrounding 
important global events 
GL6.2To be able to analyse, evaluate, and create 
messages in a wide variety of media modes, genres, 
and forms 
GL6.3To be able to use their understanding of 
different viewpoints to develop an informed view of 
their own 
GL6.4To be able to develop/change position as a 
result of reasoned argument 
GL6.5To be able to challenge bias, opinion and 
stereotype and viewpoints which perpetuate inequality 
GL6.8To know about the main issues of 
interdependence. 
GL6.12To know about the similarities and differences 
between the environmental quality of the lives of 
people in the countries they are studying 
GL6.13To be able to identify ways in which people 
work together for mutual benefit, including those 
related to environmental issues 



Roundswell Community Primary Academy	

	
17	

 
Finance Education 
PS6.15Describe or demonstrate different ways to 
develop enterprise skills and attributes by taking on 
different roles 
PS6.16Develop an initial understanding of the 
concepts of ‘interest’, ‘loan’, ‘debt’, and ‘tax’ (e.g. 
their contribution to society through the payment 
of VAT) 
PS6.17Develop an understanding of some of the risks 
and emotions associated with money	
Primary Languages (PL) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
PL6.1Be able to perform and participate in a simple play, or speaking practice in French to an audience  
PL6.2Be able to identify different text types and read short authentic texts in French 
PL6.3Be able to use writing frames to create written sentences in French using nouns, verbs, adjectives, conjunctions a, adverbs, preposition and 
pronouns 
PL6.4Be able to sing and mime a range of action songs in French 
PL6.5Be able to use the future and the past tense in French 
PL6.6Be able to use a French dictionary to look up nouns or adjectives or check spelling 
PL6.7Know and use numbers 1-100 in French 
PL6.8Know and use the appropriate sound when reading words in French 
PL6.9Understand and use longer and more complex phrases or sentences in French 
PL6.10Understand some of the issues affecting France and the attitudes towards them such as homelessness, manners, poverty and religion 
PL6.11Understand a brief history of France. Compare attitudes between people in different time periods  
PL6.12Understand how learning languages can help improve understanding across cultures and reflect on personal reasons and feelings toward learning 
languages  
P.E (PE) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher(s), blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 

Indoor P.E 
PE6.1Be able to respond to a range of stimuli, improvising freely using a range of controlled movements and patterns, including actions, dynamics, space 
and relationship 
PE6.2Be able to select and use a range of compositional and perform ideas to create motifs that demonstrate their dance idea with a partner and in a group and 
understand how costume, music and set can help to improve a dance performance 
PE6.3Be able to use planned variations and contrasts in actions and speed in their sequences 

Both Indoor and Outdoor P.E 
PE6.4Understand why exercise is good for fitness, health and wellbeing 
PE6.5Know how to prepare physically and organisationally to be safe and efficient 
PE6.6Understand how to lift, move and place equipment safely and recognise and avoid risks when handling and placing apparatus 
PE6.7Be able to identify aspects of their own and others’ performances that need improvement, and suggest how to improve them 

Outdoor P.E 
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PE6.8Know the importance of being fit, and what types of fitness are most important for games and understand how playing games can contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle 
PE6.9Be able to use physical and teamwork skills well in a variety of different outdoor and adventurous activity challenges 
PE6.10Be able to use attacking and defending skills appropriately in games and to perform skills with greater speed  
PE6.11Be able to choose and use different formations to suit the needs of the game and understand how to choose when to pass or dribble, so that they keep 
possession and make progress towards the goal 
PE6.12Be able to develop the consistency of their actions in a number of events 
PE6.13Understand how to choose appropriate techniques for specific events 
Music (M) – These objectives may be taught across the year at the discretion of the teacher, blocking as appropriate. 
Assessment objectives underlined and in bold. 
M6.1Sing with expression and rehearse with others 
M6.2Play accompaniments with control and accuracy 
M6.3Compose music individually or in pairs using a range of stimuli and developing their musical ideas into a completed composition 
M6.4Improve their work through analysis, evaluation and comparison 
M6.5Sing and play musical instruments with increasing skill and accuracy both individually and ensembles 
M6.6Use and understand staff and other music notation 
M6.7Present performances effectively with awareness of audience, venue and occasion 

	


